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  Regional Health Alliance Choose Health Calhoun Meeting Summary
Meeting Date:  2/16/2016
Present: Ted Dearing, Bill Greer, Danni Heddinger, Sean Kennedy, Angela Myers, Jessica Rauch. 
	Time
	Agenda Item & Discussion Notes
	Decisions/Next Steps

	11:02 a.m.
	I. Call to Order
· Bill Greer called meeting to order. 

	

	11:05 a.m.
	II. Approval of the Minutes 
Minutes will be approved at next meeting. 

	

	11:07 a.m.
	III.  Review of Action Items/Progress 

	 

	11:09 a.m.
	IV.  New Business 
a) Calhoun County Trailways Alliance: 
· Finished 5.5 miles of the trails about a year ago. Cost 1.7 million. 

· Runs from Emmett and Raymond south to Bridge Park 

· Idea behind the trail was to have a trail across Michigan. Currently from South Haven to Galesburg. There is a gap from Linear Park to Galesburg. 

· Calhoun County has the biggest gap in the trail.
· 2nd Trail is North Country Trail from North Dakota.

· Third Trail is the Iron Bell Trail. 1 bike and 1 walking trail across Michigan. 

· Not paved more limestone. 

· Focusing on 3 things: 

· Raising an endowment to maintain the trail. Goal to raise around $500,000. Goal this year is to start this fundraising campaign 

· Next Segment of the trail. Not sure exactly where but to head east from Bridge Park. 

· How to do programing on the trail and see how people use it. Possibly looking at hiring a part time person to assist with promoting. 

· People for Bikes is a possible funder. 

b) Tobacco 21

· Done work county wide with different promotions such as doctors’ offices, bill boards. 
· Raising the Minimum Age of Legal Access to Tobacco Promotions in Michigan to Age 21. 

· Hawaii recently went state wide along with New York City and other cities. 

· Ultimate Goal is a state wide. State is possibly looking at cities that are successful. 

· Each year, 16,200 Michigananders die from tobacco use and 10,300 children become new, regular, daily smokers, of whom a third will die prematurely because of this addiction. 

· 95% of adults begin smoking before age 21, and 4 out of 5 become regular, daily smokers before 21. 

· 13 signed resolutions who have signed on.. Including hospitals, school boards. 

· If we raise the age we will reduce the amount of users. 

· Getting general pole on peoples options and there is about 80% are in favor of raising the legal access. 

· On average 7 times people try to quit before they are successful. 

· In Calhoun County about 29% of population smoke and national average is around 19%. 

· Asking the Choose Health Group to sign on as a resolution. 

· Possibly looking at resources for schools to send home that might not offend parents. 


	Send out an email to members about information. 

	11:20 a.m.
	V.  Old Business 

a) Skate Drive 
· Launching the Skate Drive this Saturday with Pub and Grub (Down in Festival Market Square) Noon-6pm. 

· Currently have 53 Hockey Skates and 3 Figure Skates. 

· All of the Skates we are looking to collect money or donations of skates can be dropped off. The Skates will go to the Hockey Association. 

· Goal is to raise $7,000 to get 100 skates. 

· Sk8therink.com- You can donate on the site. There are prizes per amount of 

b) Operation Fit Update
· All Lakeview administration went to Namaste Charter School. 

· Had a discussion with Lakeview School to possibly go district wide with their 4 elementary schools. 

· All principals are putting together a list of what they are already doing in their schools. 

· GSRP would like to be part of it also. To do common messages before they go into elementary schools. 

· Next week we will be back up and running full forces after a coordinator on Maternity Leave. Huge thanks to Parks and Rec for helping fill in. 


	

	11:39 a.m.
	IX. Roundtable Updates 
· Article in the Battle Creek Enquire for Ultimate Frisbee. 

	

	11:41 a.m.
	IX. Determine Priorities/ Items for Next Meeting 

· Possible March Topic Discussions.
· Dr. K who leads 5C group is seeing a connection with Cancer and Obesity possibly bring him in. 
· 5k- Get your Colon Rollin will be in June. 

· Prairieview will be doing a Color Dash on May 5th. 
	

	11:45a.m.
	VIII. Adjourn  

	Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016, at 11:00 a.m.

Battle Creek Community Foundation 
32 West Michigan Ave Suite 1 
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