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Breastfeeding Coalition of Calhoun County Meeting Minutes
Meeting Date: September 6, 2016
Present: Jazimiene Cannon, Michelle Datema, Stephanie Freeman, Sue Gehrman, Erika Gothberg, Cheryl Hinds, Barbie Kryzanski, Cindy Standish, Jennifer VanValkenburg, Elizabeth Schultheiss

Guests: Chelsea Dow, Marji Cyrul (via phone)
Chelsea is a student, researching maternal and infant health in the greater Battle Creek area. Marji is the State Breastfeeding Coordinator.
	Agenda Item & Discussion Notes
	         Decisions/Next Steps



	I. Welcome & Introductions: General introductions were made. 
	

	II. Review of August 2016 Breastfeeding Minutes 

· Motion to approve the minutes by Cheryl Hinds, supported by Sue Gehrman
· Minutes approved by the group
	

	III. Confirm Community Partners Request & Presentation – The group discussed the Community Partners budget request, and the intent to use the funds to continue work outlined and begun in year’s one and two that has not been completed. The groups supported the budget as presented.
· A presentation on the impact and increase in participation of the Big Latch on event was discussed. 

· Discussion regarding the availability of funds to support further Certified Lactation Counselor education for individuals such as breastfeeding club facilitators was also discussed. As the club has no funding for that at this time, it was suggested that those interested in furthering their education seek out adult learning grants. RHA staff also discussed the potential of applying for funds to support an on-site training in Battle Creek with BCCF staff. This would be an appropriate mini-grant request. The Certified Lactation Counselor training provider would not be able to offer an on-site training until fall 2017. The group will discuss this opportunity further at the next Coalition meeting.

· The group will also discuss the potential for future funding with a focus on Coffective and worksite strategies, at an upcoming meeting, as there may be an opportunity for the coalition to apply for funding to the United Way in January (the September deadline was too soon to get full coalition support).

	

	IV. State Updates
A. The birthing hospital grant that Marji informed the group of at a previous coalition meeting is now live. Applications are being accepted now through September 22nd.

B. PRAMS data was discussed. An interesting note was that only 56% of mothers are presented with an opportunity to attend a breastfeeding class by their physician, and only 18% actually attend. WIC mentioned that they are working on offering a breastfeeding class.

C. Free monthly breastfeeding webinars will be offered starting in October. The webinars will alternate between a focus on clinical issues and community work. The webinars will be held the third Tuesday of each month from 2-3 pm. http://www.indianaperinatal.org/?page=BF_Webinars 
D. Safe sleep and breastfeeding consistent messaging is being worked on by the state.
	

	V. Updates

A. Club discussion. Things continue to go well with Sistah to Sistah, there were 2 new attendees in August. The Albion Club was held in August with one in attendance. Stephanie will continue to support the clubs, however she has accepted a new position at Grace Health. Erika is taking over the Albion Club. At the time of the meeting a co-facilitator was still needed and Michelle was going to look into this. Michelle has since looked into this and NFP will provide co-facilitation.
B. The Big Latch On:  Event was very successful this year with 42 women breastfeeding their babies.  Cheryl & Sue shared a powerpoint summarizing the event & its history.  Suggestions for next year included:  Emphasize this is a Global event, share history, increase marketing, take a group picture of all attendees.  Group discussed marketing on Facebook, including creating an ad and making it an event so people can be invited to attend.
C. Calhoun County Fair. There was a good turnout at the Fair. Stephanie and Erika shared pictures of the display. Several employers were nominated for breastfeeding recognition. On behalf of the Coalition, Carrie Klein is making a card that can be used to thank employers their efforts to support breastfeeding. 
	

	VI. Worksite issues
· The group also had a long discussion regarding employers who do not support breastfeeding and what can be done about that, including DOL violations.
	

	VII.   Adjourn – 4:00 p.m.
	Next meeting:

November 1, 2016, 2:00 p.m.


