Regional Health Alliance
Access to Care
Monday, July 20, 2015
Battle Creek Community Foundation
Present:   Mary Jo Byrne, Fountain Clinic; Karen Doubleday, Department of Health and Human Services; Carl Gibson, Office of Senior Services; Raymond Higbea, Grand Valley State University; Cheryl Hinds, Grace Health; Justin Logsdon, Department of Health and Human Services; Diane Marquess, Family & Children Services; Angela Myers, Regional Health Alliance; Ron Slagell, LifeCare Ambulance; Barb Travis, Community HealthCare Connections; Jennifer VanValkenburg, Regional Health Alliance; Beatriz Whitmore, Integrated Health Partners; Nidia Wolf, Albion Health Care Alliance; and Jessica Rauch, Regional Health Alliance. 
Special Guest: Senator Mike Nofs

	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1. Call to Order
	Mary Jo Byrne called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.    
	

	2. Senator Mike Nofs
	Discussion with Senator Nofs included the following:

Senator Nofs indicated the following:

· He supported the Senior Millage. 
· Sees middle class struggling with high deductibles.
· Why did we craft a product with such a high deductible? Hope that people will work together in Washington to make it better. 

· Did not vote for Medicaid Expansion - other Michigan programs were successful. Encourage use of FQHC’s.  Also sees that Health Clinics at the local schools are helpful for access. 
· Free Clinics have seen a large decrease in patients due to increased number of individuals obtaining insurance.
Question from the group:  Is there a plan B for the 600,000 patients if the Medicaid expansion does not go through?  Discussion included:
· If the second waiver passes there will be a 5% price tag in 2 years.  There is $0 available to pay for this currently so where will this money come from to pay this anticipated cost. 

· Senator Nofs is concerned that insurance rates will increase, placing more financial burden on taxpayers.  

· Suggest more use of FQHC’s as a potential solution. 

· When will the legislators help people understand that preventable care is available? 

· There was discussion about whether hospitals/hospital services may or may not close or hospital integration will occur that could impact access to a doctor.  Our community has an issue with available transportation. Senator Nofs indicated support of funding for transportation. 

· Senator Nofs has had feedback that some doctors would rather take cash for services than deal with all of the paperwork. 

Question from the group:  With the merger of MDCH & DHS, is there anything the group should be made aware of relating to access? 
· The merger of MDCH and DHS should provide better coordination of services and improved communication. Provides significant savings for Michigan - cost will be 1/3 of the budget. 

· Cost sharing for expanded Medicaid. After 48 months of free services, it is up to the individual to put aside and pay 5%. The rationale is to that people will be invested in their own health. If they do not pay, the consequence is to lose coverage. 
· Senator Nofs is concerned that fewer people will obtain needed healthcare due to high costs.

Question from the group:  Has there been discussion at the state level related to integrating Mental Health? 
· Senator Nofs indicated he thinks that the state realizes that mental health is important, however some people still fall through the cracks. Legislators need to be educated. 
· Senator Nofs acknowledged that Calhoun County has great collaboratives, but a lot of health issues to address. 

· Local work going on now to help those who are high-risk with chronic medical conditions (diabetes, etc) and frequent use the Emergency Department.  Significant cost savings can be realized if these people are assisted early on. 

· A lot of seniors utilize several programs and data on this is limited.

· State is recognizing that prisoners with mental health issues need treatment before they are released. 
· Targeting efforts to help kids with mental health issues while in school would be ideal, however, academic requirements prevent this from happening to the level it would be most beneficial. 

· Social determinants of health need to be addressed.  
Question from the group:  What can Access to Care give Senator Nofs that he would find useful/helpful as he is making decisions? 
· Provide data and information

· He suggested attending meetings like this once or twice a year to discuss local issues. 
· Appreciates everything the group is doing with little resources. Members are encouraged to contact Senator Nofs’ office with questions or concerns. 
	

	4. Adjournment
	Meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m.  
	Next meeting:  Tuesday, August 25, 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., Grace Health


Submitted by Jessica Rauch, July 22, 2015
